Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 FLOREN 00342 080808Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 /049 W 

080814Z 110984/12 

R 0809 10Z JUN 77 
FM AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1704 
USIA WASHDC 
AMCONSUL MILAN 

UNCLAS FLORENCE 0342 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, IT 

SUBJECT: METAMORPHOSIS: FROM "IL TELEGRAFO" TO "IL TIRRENO" 

REF: FLORENCE 0186 

1 . THE DAYS OF THE HUNDRED YEAR OLD LIVORNO DAILY "IL 
TELEGRAFO" ARE NUMBERED WITH A NEW AND QUITE DIFFERENT NEWSPAPER, 

"IL TIRRENO”, SCHEDULED TO RISE FROM ITS ASHES ON JUNE 16. 

2. TEN MONTHS AFTER THE DECISION TO CLOSE "IL TELEGRAFO", A 
PERIOD OF INTENSE MANEUVERING FOR THOSE WITH BOTH PROFESSIONAL 
AND POLITICAL REASONS FOR KEEPING ALIVE A LIVORNO PAPER, IT 

WAS ANNOUNCED ON JUNE 3 THAT A THREE-CORNERED ACCORD HAS BEEN 
REACHED. PARTIES TO THAT AGREEMENT ARE: CARLO CARACCIOLO, 

L'ESPRESSO PUBLISHER, WHO WILL TAKE OVER THE LIVORNO PAPER# 

THE JOURNALISTS COOPERATIVE WHICH HAS BEEN KEEPING TELEGRAFO 
AFLOAT THESE LAST TEN MONTS# AND THE IL RESTO DEL CARLINO, 

PUBLISHING HOUSE ACTING FOR FORMER OWNER ATTILIO MONTI. 

3. UNDER TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT, ESPRESSO TAKES OVER PAPER'S 
PLANT JUNE 16. BUT USIS SOURCES SAY CARACCIOLO HAS ALREADY 
ORDERED NEW SWEDISH EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL ENABLE HIM TO PUT OUT 
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TABLOID STYLE NEWSPAPER (A LA REPUBBLICA) BY NOVERMBER. 

4. FATE OF MODERATE EDITORIAL LINE OF TELEGRAFO AND THAT OF 
DIRECTOR LULLI AS YET UNCERTAIN, BUT TELEGRAFO JOURNALISTS 
MAINTAIN THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN PROVISIONAL EDITORIAL FREE-HAND 
TO RUN IL TIRRENO AS THEY HAD ITS PREDECESSOR, AT LEAST UNTIL 
NOVEMBER. 
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5. MEANWHILE, IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE MONDADORI 
PUBLISHING HOUSE (PANORAMA) HAS OPTION ON 50 PERCENT OWNERSHIP 
OF NEW PAPER WHICH IT MAY CHOOSE TO EXERCISE WITHIN AUTUMN. 

6. COMMENT: DIRECTOR AND SURVIVING EMPLOYEES OF TELEGRAFO 
PROFESS SATISFACTION WITH SOLUTION, IF ONLYBECAUSE IT 
GUARANTEES THEIR JOBS AND CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF DAILY 
NEWSPAPER FOR LIVORNO AREA. BUT BETTING IS THAT PROSPECTIVE 
TABLOID, DUE OUT IN LATE FALL, WILL INEVITABLY MORE CLEARLY 
MIRROR LEFTIST ESPRESSO-REPUBBLICA LINE THAN THAT OF MODERATE 
TELEGRAFO. 
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